
Capability Brown’s Vision for Gatton 

 
Interpretation Installation Project 
 

Background 

Gatton Park is a beautiful historic parkland designed by Lancelot 'Capability' Brown with Edwardian 
gardens in Reigate, Surrey. It is made up of lovingly restored gardens and parkland.  It is most 
famous for the work that was carried out between 1762 and 1766 by the famous English landscape 
designer Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown.  He swept away the formal landscape that had been there and 
replaced it with informal naturalistic plantings which accentuated the rolling landscape of the park. 
In the area around the mansion a number of shrub borders and walks were planted and the 
southern terrace was levelled to create an area from which the parkland could be viewed. The main 
lake was greatly expanded and the tributary lakes reshaped to include one of his trademark 
serpentine canals. 

 A key part of Brown’s design for Gatton was a series of ponds which culminated in the main lake. 
The first of the watercourses is the hop garden pond which sits in the middle of the park and this 
feeds the engine pond via an underground culvert. The overflow form the engine pond passes over 
the cascade, through the Japanese garden and into the serpentine. The serpentine is a long winding 
canal which winds along the western edge of the park. This feature was one of Brown’s trademarks 
and would have been used for punting and as a place to stroll in the evening. The serpentine then 
falls into the main lake again through a culvert. The main lake was the central feature of Brown’s 
plans for Gatton. 
 
There are also a number of woods in the park. Temple Wood is the largest of these and is made up 
of ash and hazel coppice with a canopy of oak, beech and yew. Serpentine Wood is situated to the 
west of the serpentine and is predominantly made up of ash and beech, along with some over-
mature poplars which are now being removed. Tower Wood is situated to the north of the park and 
is predominantly made up of beech and Yew with a sub canopy of box. Today all these woodlands 
are managed for both the products they can yield and the biodiversity which lives in them.  
 
Gatton Park has been awarded a Heritage Lottery Grant to reinstate some of Brown’s lost designed 
viewpoints and tree plantings across the estate and see the installation of new parkland railings to 
replace broken fencing. It will also include some new family learning and community engagement 
activities that hopefully will inspire people to learn more about their local heritage and the designed 
landscape.  
Match funding has been generously donated by local organisations: Surrey Hills Society, Reigate 
Design and Fine arts Society, Surrey Gardens Trust, Netherby Trust, Merstham Millennium Trust, Sir 
Jeremiah Colman Gift Trust, Royal Alexandra and Albert School and from Surrey County Councillor’s 
allocation. Some monies are also being contributed by National Trust and Gatton Trust. 
 
 

The Brief 

As part of the Heritage Lottery Funded project, ‘Capability’ Brown’s Vision for Gatton, there is an 
opportunity for temporary art installations which will develop a greater understanding of the 

landscape. The successful artists will work with different community groups supporting 
vulnerable people to explore the landscape and to develop innovative interpretation 
installations incorporating found natural materials from the park. 



Fee: £1500 to include site visits, a workshop with a local group and creation of the piece including 
materials. 

Residency Opportunity: 
There is also the opportunity to apply for a four month residency as part of this project with the 
increased fee of £3000 and the provision of a studio space at Gatton.   This would allow for approx 2 
days per week between February and May.  The successful artist will provide two creative health 
walks per month with identified local groups.  This position is a partnership project between Gatton 
Park and Surrey Hills Arts.   

Gatton Park are open to ideas but the artworks must be relevant to the site, made with 
consideration for outdoor weather conditions and constructed and installed to be safe to visitors 
and the surrounding wildlife.  They could be sited along the ‘Discover Gatton’ Trail which is open at 
all times to the public, or in the grounds which are open for special events and monthly open days. 

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and applicants must be 
willing to undergo child protection screening appropriate to the post, including an Enhanced DBS 
check. 
 

Aims 
 

 To encourage contemporary, creative responses to the historic landscape 

 To engage visitors in imaginative, site-specific artwork that allows them to see the landscape 
in a new way. 

 To extend visitors’ understanding of a designed landscape bringing the history of the 
Park to life. 

 To evaluate the experience of the artists, community groups and visitors informing Gatton 
Park Trust on their future programme. 

 

Timescale 
 
December – Call out to artists. 
Jan- Submission of artist proposals and Selection. 
Feb – Setting up of projects. 
March – May – Delivery of projects and installation. 
June – Aug - Artwork is exhibited over summer with accompanying optional workshops and talks. 
End August – Take work down. 
 
 

To Apply 
Please email a CV, up to 5 relevant images (low res), and an expression of interest to 
surreyhillsarts@surreycc.gov.uk 
At this stage, the expression of interest can outline why you are interested, your intended approach 
to the project and any initial ideas if you have them.  We are not asking for a proposal. 
Deadline for submissions: January 22nd 2017 

 Contacts 

To arrange site visits to Gatton Park, contact Louise Miller – education@gatton-park.org.uk 

To enquire about the residency, contact Ali Clarke – surreyhillsarts@surreycc.gov.uk 

Gatton Park, Reigate, Surrey, RH2 0TD.    www.gattonpark.com  
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